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One of the most profound consequences of a nation's modernization the consequent improvement in medical care and prevention of ease is greatly increased longevity.  It is now clear that old age likely to be experienced by most persons in developing countries.
age, however, brings with it social, psychological, and logical problems that we are only beginning to understand and rn how to deal with.  They represent a major challenge to our earch and clinical enterprise.  Our current scientific knowledge, eloped primarily on the behavior and physical status of younger Its, cannot be generalized readily to older adults because of a iety of normative and non-normative changes and because of stantive cohort differences.  Our clinical and policy applications y on the development of a knowledge base that accounts for these ortant differences.  Thus, current clinical practices may be dequate or incorrect for the elderly.
Our research must distinguish among the events that are implicit our biological characteristics as a species, those that a ticular culture mandates to occur at given life stages, and those idents or individual developments that lead to differential rates aging in different people.
In adulthood, it appears that there are different developmental gressions in physiology and "behavior".±/  The range of observed aviors increases markedly with age, and many elderly adults in d health will perform well above the average values for young Its.  There are, in fact, an increasing number of individual tances of lack of substantial decline, even in quite advanced
Individual differences are heightened by different lifestyles, ch can affect the maintenance or decline of complex behaviors as 1 as health.  Such factors are essential to the relationships ween health and behavior in aging.±/
Issues in Aging Research The data evaluated at the conference indicated a variety ofResearch Agenda."
